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TEXT:  Philippians 2:9-11 
THEME:  The Ascension of Jesus 

1. A Coronation Scene 
2. A Comfort Source 

 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11)             NIV84 
 
In the name of our risen and ascended Lord, dear Christian friends: 
 

Don’t you dislike “name-droppers?”  You know, people who try to impress you 
by claiming they have a connection with “big” names.  People do pay attention 
to names.  Some they admire.  Others they despise.  Some make it into the 
history books.  Others only to the gravestone.  But for many people, names 
are important. 
 
In our text, Paul tells us of a name “that is above every name,” a name at 
which “every knee should bow,” a name that “every tongue [should] 
confess…is Lord.”  What might that name be?  It’s “Jesus,” the only “name 
under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  
The exalted Redeemer’s ascension into heaven and his sitting at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty declare that Jesus has earned this name. 
 
A CORONATION SCENE 
What a glorious, not-to-be-forgotten scene that day out on the Mount of 
Olives.  Once again, as they frequently had done during the 40 days since the 
resurrection, the disciples were standing with their beloved Redeemer.  From 
his lips came words of assurance and promises of power.  And then, while 
they watched, he stretched out his hands in blessing over them and slowly 
ascended into the sky until the hovering clouds covered him. 
 
That was not only their God but their brother who was ascending—wearing 
the glorified from of their human nature.  That was their brother who would 
continue to be their contact with a holy God.  That was their brother who 
precious face they would see again in eternity. 
 
Far more glorious was what those disciples could not see.  Their sinful human 
eyes could not gaze into heaven and behold the coronation scene Jesus’ 
ascension actually was.  The gates were opened wide, the flags flying at the 
top of their masts.  The bands were playing and the banners were waving—if 
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heaven has such things.  The trumpets were sounding and the angels singing.  
Before the throne stood God the Father with arms outstretched to welcome 
back his obedient Son.  With his mission of redemption accomplished, the 
eternal Son now is draped with the full glory and displays the full power he 
had before his incarnation. 
 
A COMFORT SOURCE 
But Christ’s coronation was not retirement.  His sitting at the Father’s right 
hand did not involve his being placed, like some plaster statue, into some hall 
of fame.  When Scripture speaks this way of our ascended Savior, it doesn’t 
refer to location but to condition.  Let the Scriptures themselves tell us what it 
means.  In Ephesians 1:20-22, we read of the ascended Christ that “[God] 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule 
and authority, power and dominion….And God placed all things under 
his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church.”  If 
you think that means that Christ as the same divine power as the Father and 
that Christ rules over everything in heaven, earth, and hell, and that Christ 
always rules with the best interests of his believers in mind, you have a pretty 
fair idea of what his sitting at the Father’s right hand includes.  You also will 
know that these are not merely some ancient truths with no application for 
today but truths filled with sweet comfort for Christ’s people of any day. 
 
What comfort?  When we as believers look at history, we don’t see a world 
that seemingly is going nowhere—sputtering on and on until it runs out of 
steam.  No.  Instead, we look up at our ascended Lord and with eyes of faith 
see his strong hand guiding every detail of history and leading his people to 
victory and to the promised land. 
 
What comfort?  When we feel all alone in this world of fears and vale of tears, 
when hopes deceive and helpers fail, we look up at our ascended Lord.  He’s 
out of our sight—but we’re not out of his.  His loving and almighty hand is still 
stretched out over as he guides us step-by-step toward his eternal glory. 
 
What comfort?  When the law curses us and Satan accuses us and our 
consciences condemn us, we look up at our ascended Lord.  He’s constantly 
pleading for us in heaven, stretching his nail pierced hands toward the 
heavenly Judge to remind him and us that redemption is complete. 
 
“Name dropping” can be distasteful, but no when it’s Jesus’ name.  That name 
above all other names belongs on our lips constantly.  Amen. 


